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Fáilte go dtí Féile Scéalaíochta Chléire.
Tar go Chléire I gcóir togha na scéalaíochta agus 
comhluadar den scoth.

Welcome to this year’s Cape Clear International 
Storytelling Festival. Join us for superb storytelling in 
spectacular surroundings!

This year’s performers include:

Aideen McBride (Éire/Ireland)

Peter Chand (Sasana/England)

Amy Douglas (Sasana/England)

Sarah Liisa Wilkinson (An Fhionlainn/Finland)

Kevin Doherty (Éire/Ireland)

Special Guests:

Liz Weir (Tuaisceart Éireann/Northern Ireland)

Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil (Éire/Ireland)

Ger Wolfe (Éire/Ireland)

Friday 4 - Sunday 6 September 2026
Aoine 4ú - Domhnach 6ú Méan Fomhair 2026
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Amy Douglas (Sasana/England)
Award-winning author and storyteller, Amy Douglas 
has been integral within the modern British storytelling 
landscape as performer, promoter and advocate for 
the past three decades. She was a founder member of 
the international ‘Festival at the Edge’. A storyteller of 
integrity, wit and subtle humour, Amy is a pioneer, taking 
storytelling into new arenas and formats.

Sarah Liisa Wilkinson (An Fhionlainn/Finland)
Sarah Liisa Wilkinson is a storyteller who delights 
audiences with her always engaging, energetic and 
playful performance style. She has a particular interest in 
the folktales and myths of Finland and other Nordic lands, 
but loves to tell tales from all around the world. 

Clare Sands Photo: Claire Loughran

Aideen McBride (Éire/Ireland)
Aideen McBride was born in County Carlow. She heard 
her first stories from her father, Jack Sheehan, as a child. 
She has been telling stories professionally since 1995: in 
libraries, schools, nursing homes and at festivals both 
through the medium of English and as Gaeilge.

Peter Chand (Sasana/England)
With a deep understanding of story and narrative Peter 
Chand is a powerful and dynamic storyteller who sees 
storytelling as a means of connecting, entertaining and 
as a call to social action. He has shared his tales across 
Britain and has also performed in Norway, France, USA, 
Lithuania, Austria, Canada, and Singapore amongst other 
countries.

Na SCÉALAITHE 
THE STORYTELLERS
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Kevin Doherty (Éire/Ireland)
Kevin Doherty has been writing and performing music for 
almost forty years. Starting out in Country and Bluegrass 
bands in Donegal, Kevin provided original compositions 
to accompany the classics of those genres. He is lead 
singer and songwriter of the group Four Men and a Dog. 
He has also released four solo albums. 

Liz Weir (Tuaisceart Éireann/Northern Ireland)
Liz Weir is a storyteller, writer and arts educator from 
Northern Ireland with an international reputation for 
her work in storytelling. She was the first recipient of 
the International Story Bridge Award from the National 
Storytelling Network in the USA.  Liz has performed for 
audiences of all ages across five continents. This year on 
Cape Clear, Liz will present Storywoman, a show reflecting 
on her life legacy in storytelling.

Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil (Oiléan Chléire/Éire/Ireland)
Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil is a writer, storyteller and TV 
personality with a family connection to Cape Clear. Raised 
in a bilingual home Diarmuid developed a love of stories 
through the traditions of his family and community. 
He is the author of several books, the latest being Blúirí 
Oileánda – Island Pieces (2026), a book on Cape Clear’s 
social history. This year Diarmuid returns to Cape Clear 
with a collection of island-connected stories.

Ger Wolfe (Éire/Ireland)
Rooted in the depths of traditional and contemporary folk 
music, Ger Wolfe continues to be a gentle and consistent 
voice on the Irish homegrown music scene. Celebrating 
three decades of touring and recording this year, Ger takes 
to the road with songs from his vast repertoire including 
his latest offering ‘Songs from Freeman’s Ballyvourney 
Collection’, his tenth full album to date.

For more visit www.capeclearstorytelling.com
Clockwise from top left: Aideen McBride, Liz Weir, Kevin Doherty,
Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil and Ger Wolfe



76

THE CAPE CLEAR ISLAND INTERNATIONAL
STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 2026

Dé SATHAIRN / SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER
10am – 11.30am | An Club | €10 adults, €5 young people (aged 14+)

Storywoman – A Life in Storytelling 
Liz Weir looks back on her fifty plus year storytelling career, sharing stories 
from her forthcoming memoir Storywoman. Fear a’ Tí Gerry Clancy. This 
event is approximately 1 hour long followed by a 30 minute Q&A session.

11.45am – 12.45pm | Meet at Grotto at North Harbour | Donations welcome

Heritage Walk with Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil
Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil returns to lead our festival heritage storywalk.
Enjoy the beauty of the island, and soak in stories from the area.  

12pm – 12.45pm | An Club | €10 adults, Children free but booking required 

Beneath the Leaves 
With Amy Douglas & Kevin Doherty (Age suitability: 5yrs+).
Bean a’ Tí Simone Schümmelfeder 

Ticket Information: There will be a limited number of tickets available on the 
door. Ticket holders get priority into events, but please arrive 15 mins before the 
event. Due to limited venue sizes, our island location, and possible waiting lists, 
late arrivals may have their spot offered to another waiting guest. 
Children must be supervised at all times. 

Ferry Tip: Please note that ferry seats are limited. Book in advance to ensure you 
get yours!   www.capeclearferries.com/timetables 
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Dé hAOINE / FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER
12pm – 1pm | An Club | Donation

Storyswap a hAon Fear a’ Tí Gerry Clancy

1.30pm – 2.30pm | An Club | Donation

Cúpla Focal with Pádraig Ó Briain

4pm – 5.30pm | An Club | €10 adults, €5 children

Hear All Tellers   A taste of things to come!

Bean a’ Tí Liz Weir with Aideen McBride, Sarah Liisa Wilkinson,
Peter Chand, Amy Douglas and Kevin Doherty

8.30pm – 10.30pm (with interval) | Colaiste Phobail
€15 adults, €5 young people (aged 14+)

Fáilte Friday – Friday Night Concert
Fear a’ Tí Pádraig Ó Briain with Aideen McBride, Sarah Liisa Wilkinson, 
Peter Chand, Amy Douglas and Kevin Doherty

The Heritage Walk with Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil
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Dé SATHAIRN / SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER
1pm – 2.30pm | CDMs | Donations appreciated

Storyswap a Dó Bean a’ Tí Órla Mc Govern

1pm – 2.30pm | Tír na Óg | €15 adults, €5 young people (age 14+)

Cuir Cluas Ort Féin
With Pádraig Ó Briain, Aideen McBride and Ger Wolfe

3.15pm – 5pm (with interval) | Colaiste Phobail | €15 / €5 (age 14+)

May the Road Rise to Meet You – Main Saturday Concert 

Bean a’ Tí Simone Schümmelfeder with Aideen McBride, 
Sarah Liisa Wilkinson, Peter Chand, Amy Douglas and Kevin Doherty

8pm – 9pm | Tír na nÓg | €15 (adults only)

The Girl & The Snake Witch
by Sarah Liisa Wilkinson  Fear a’ Tí Pádraig Ó Briain

8pm – 9.30pm | Cotter’s Coalshed | (adults only) Donations appreciated

Funny Old Death  Fear a’ Tí Gerry Clancy

With Peter Chand & Kevin Doherty 
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Dé DOMHNAIGH / SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER
10.15am – 11am | An Club | €10 adults, children free but booking required 

Leprechauns, Trolls & Strange, Strange Folk
With Sarah Liisa Wilkinson and Aideen McBride 
Bean a’ Tí Simone Schümmelfeder (Age suitability: 5yrs+).

11.30am – 1pm | Tír Na nÓg | €30 (Age 16+)

Workshop: Sensing The Story with Amy Douglas 

This workshop explores bringing a story to life – how to evoke atmosphere, 
memories and empathy using all the senses.

11.30am – 1pm | An Club | €15 adults, €5 young people (Age 14+)

Tales From the Motherland by Peter Chand 
A special celebration of ‘twenty years teller’, Peter Chand shares the stories 
that have shaped his remarkable journey. Fear a’ Tí Gerry Clancy

1.30pm – 2.45pm | Tír Na nÓg | Donations appreciated

Cape Connections / Ceangail le Cléire
Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil Fear a’ Tí Pádraig Ó Briain

3.30pm – 5pm (no interval) | Colaiste Phobail | 
€15 adults / €5 for young people aged 14+

May the Wind Be Always At Your Back
Grand Finale. Bean a’ Tí Liz Weir with Aideen McBride, Sarah Liisa 

Wilkinson, Peter Chand, Amy Douglas and Kevin Doherty

Facing page, from left: Sarah Liisa Wilkinson and Amy Douglas
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Trá Chiaráin
NORTH HARBOUR

FERRY
An Club

Cuan Inbhir
SOUTH HARBOUR

Tír na nÓg
Hostel

Ciarán Danny Mike’s

Séipéal
CHURCH

Sean Teach Solais
OLD LIGHTHOUSE

Ionad Oidreachta
HERITAGE CENTRE

An Siopa Beag
Sean Rua’s Restaurant

Ionad Campála
CAMPSITE

Leabharlann
LIBRARY

Festival Venues

Landmarks

Festival Office and Crafts
Danzig

Colaiste
Pobail Chléire

Oileán Chléire
Cape Clear

FESTIVAL ETIQUETTE
••	 As a courtesy to performers and audience members,
	 latecomers will only be admitted between tales.
••	 Please switch off mobile phones completely before performances.
••	 Recording and photography are not permitted during performances.  

We also request visitors to ask permission before photographing or 
recording  people on the Island.

••	 Dogs: Due to limited capacity and the nature of storytelling events 
only guide/access dogs will be permitted into events.

FERRY TIMES
Contact/Book: 
Cape Clear Ferries, The Pier, Baltimore, Co. Cork
Tel:  +353 87 3899711     www.capeclearferries.com

Timetables:
Baltimore to Cape
Friday 4 & Saturday 5 September 10.45, 14.00, 17.00, 19.00
Sunday 6 September 10.45, 14.00, 17.00, 19.00

Cape to Baltimore
Friday 4 & Saturday 5 September 9.00, 12.00, 16.00, 18.00
Sunday 6 September 10.00, 12.00, 16.00, 18.00

ISLAND INFORMATION
Taxi Service:  028 39119  /  086 3836759

Walking:  Nights can be dark, a torch is recommended in the absence of 
street lights

Emergencies: Call 112  or  999

ATM: Currently the island has no ATM

Accommodation: A full list of accommodation is available at
www.capeclearstorytelling.com

An Club

Cotter’s Bar & Coalshed

WALKING DISTANCES:
A to B: 20 minutes
A to C: 30/40 minutes 



NÓTA BUÍOCHAIS

Is mian le Coiste na Féile buíochas ó chroí a ghabháil leis na hurraitheoirí 
uile, le gach duine a thugann cabhair agus cúnamh dúinn go fial flaithiúil. 
Buíochas le Muintir Chléire uile, as an bhfáilte mór a chuirtear roimh ár 
gcuairteoirí.

The Festival Committee wish to sincerely thank all our generous sponsors 
and supporters who make this festival possible. A special note of gratitude 
is due to Muintir Chléire who make all our visitors feel so welcome.

MAIN FESTIVAL FUNDERS

FESTIVAL SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

Cover photograph: Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil
Design: edit+ www.stuartcoughlan.com

CAPE CLEAR 
An Siopa Beag & Séan Rua’s Restaurant	 Cape Clear Ferries
Cléire Haven	 Tír na nÓg
Ciarán Danny Mike’s	 Cotter’s Bar
Comharchumann Chléire Teoranta	 An Club
Oifigeach Pleanála Teanga Chléire	 Bus Cléire

CORK COUNTY 
PM Cronin & Co Accountants	



Cape Clear Island International Storytelling Festival, 
Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork, Republic of Ireland. 

Phone: +353 0/ 87 9826524
e.mail: director@capeclearstorytelling.com
or visit: www.capeclearstorytelling.com

www.facebook.com/capeclear
island international storytelling festivalf

   Cover photograph: Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil      Design: edit+ www.stuartcoughlan.com
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